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“God, in Your Grace, Transform the World” 
Annual Meeting & Pre-Assembly Event

US Conference for the World Council of Churches

October 10-12, 2005

Chicago, Illinois

www.wcc-usa.org
www.wcc-assembly.info/
Toll-free Telephone: 1-888-212-2920

Email: usintern3@wcc-coe.org

October 8-10, 2005 
Pre-Assembly youth gathering: 

“Shift your space – transform the world” 




Young adults connecting ecumenically for peace & justice

Young adults across denominations are leaders in peace and justice work. This gathering will give seminarians, students & youth delegates to the WCC’s 9th Assembly opportunities to draw on the strength of the unity of the church by building ecumenical connections with peers as well as leaders of the World Council of Churches and member communions.  Activities will focus on the vision for peace promoted by the initiative, Decade to Overcome Violence: Churches Seeking Reconciliation & Peace 2001-2010.
October 10, 2005
Annual meeting & pre-Assembly event 

12 noon


Brief welcome followed by lunch together

1:00 p.m.


Opening worship

1:45 p.m.
Opening plenary  “God, in your grace, transform the world”

· 9th Assembly Overview
3:00 p.m.


Break with refreshments

3:30 p.m.
Plenary IV  “God, in your grace, transform the world” – theological reflection on 9th Assembly Theme by David Radcliff
5:00 p.m.


Plenary III  The 9th Assembly: perspectives from Latin America led 




by Dr Marcelo Schneider (Porto Alegre, Brazil)

6:30 p.m.


 Dinner – Blessed are the peacemakers award presentations
8:00 p.m.


Shift your space – transform the world 

Presentation by young adults connecting ecumenically for peace & justice led by Ms Jenny Phillips
October 11, 2005

7:30 a.m.


Breakfast meetings (optional)

8:30 a.m.


Morning prayer

9:00 a.m.


9th Assembly Bible study led by Dr. Vitor Westhelle

10:30 a.m.


Break with refreshments

11:00 a.m.


Track A  - Overview & orientation for 9th Assembly delegates
· Logistics (visa, immunizations, weather, transportation, internet access, food, lodging, local hosting, etc.)

· WCC constitution & by-Laws

· Central committee, commissions & committees

· Categories of participation at Assembly

· Procedures & consensus

· Program units & special initiatives





Track B – Panel presentation on 9th Assembly èlenary subjects for





visitors, friends & ecumenists

· Church unity

· Economic injustice

· Christian witness & religious plurality

· Latin America

· Decade To Overcome Violence

12:30 p.m.


Lunch together

1:45 p.m.


Plenary II Panel: Ecumenism in the 21st Century moderated by Rev.




Dr Angelique Walker Smith

3:15 p.m.


Break with refreshments

3:45 p.m.
Track A – Getting down to business at the 9th Assembly - roles & responsibilities of delegates for 9th Assembly delegates
· Facilitated discussion on issues the US delegates may wish to bring to the 9th Assembly

· Discussion on the North American presidency after the 9th Assembly

· Discussion of US representation on committees and commissions

· Discussion on the role of the Ecumenical Conversations



Track B –Ways of engaging local communities in the 9th Assembly for visitors, friends & ecumenists
6:00 p.m.
Break

7:00 p.m. 
Denominational banquet
October 12, 2005
7:30 a.m.
Breakfast meetings (optional)

8:30 a.m.
Morning prayer

9:15 a.m.
Track A - Business meeting of the US Conference for the World Council of Churches – for members of the US Conference


Track B –Vignettes & visions: WCC around the world: – for visitors, friends & ecumenists

10:15 a.m.
Break

10:30 a.m.
Festive culminating worship in the spirit of the 9th Assembly

12:00 noon
Lunch together & wrap-up

 1:00 p.m.
Closed meeting - Board of the US Conference for the WCC

(Stewards, interns & volunteers debrief & pack up)

 4:00 p.m.
Board meeting concludes
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