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· The “trip of transformation” was a WCC young adult outreach program organized by the WCC US office.

· Members of the trip included Rev. Deborah DeWinter, WCC program executive for the US Office, Tricia Nolan, Intern at the WCC US Office, Jessica Ralph, a young artist and consultant to the US Office, Kent Yoder, Programme Assistant to the DOV Office, Geneva and GK.

· The trip included visits to the following universities and colleges: University of Dubuque, University of Dubuque Theological Seminary and Wartburg Seminary in Dubuque, Iowa; Luther College in Decorah, Iowa; United Theological Seminary in New Brighton, Minnesota; Luther Seminary and Macalester College in Saint Paul, Minnesota, and Augsburg College in Minneapolis, Minnesota. We also participated at Sunday services at First Congregational Church in Dubuque and at the Trinity Church at Augsburg College, where I had the opportunity to preach.

· The goal of the initiative was to introduce college and seminary students and Faculty to the work of the WCC and encourage them to participate with the wider ecumenical family and work for peace with justice and reconciliation in the global community.

· Special emphasis was put on introducing ways in which College and Seminary students and faculty may:

· Engage in the WCC’s DOV;

· Learn more about opportunities for participation in the WCC’s 9th Assembly and the US pre-assembly in Chicago in October 2004;

· Inform students about internships and volunteer programs with the WCC in New York, Geneva and Palestine/Israel;

· Discuss ways in which different institutions could participate in the WCC’s International Scholars Program;

· Explore possibilities for developing joint projects around common areas of interest;

· Engage with faculty interested in sabbatical projects to enhance the work of the WCC in various areas, in Geneva, New York and Bossey; 

· Activities included: seminars with students and Faculty on WCC programmes and DOV; powerpoint presentations on these and on the Assembly; meetings with chaplains, professors and staff of the different institutions, organization and leading of worships. An agenda of the trip is attached. 

· In my case, I was able to make presentations (oral and powerpoint) on the coming Assembly as well as on the Programme on Impunity, Justice and Reconciliation, other International Affairs programmes and the EAPPI, WCC’s work at the UN, Visser’t Hooft Consultations and other Seminars organized in Bossey with Bossey Professors on IA and religion; co-ordinate Seminars on Truth and Reconciliation Commissions and Restorative Justice, give classes on related topics, and preach at worships in different colleges and chapels.  
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Personal assessment

The trip was a very good experience. It served as a way to get in touch directly with the faculty and students of these institutions as well as to be close to at least some of the US congregations.

The meetings were well attended, despite the fact that many students who came commented that they had never heard about the WCC. Some professors, deeply involved with the ecumenical movement, were thankful to be receiving a visit fro the WCC. They said that it was the first time in decades of teaching that the WCC had come to visit them in what they consider isolated places such as Dubuque and Decorah. Our hosts at the different universities, colleges and seminaries provided excellent accommodations and treated us to most of our meals. 

The spirit of the team was very good and we were able to bring different characteristics and abilities together, including art and youth, two elements that are often missing from WCC activities. The people Deborah chose for the composition of the team made an excellent cohesive group and we all were very comfortable and happy with the outcome. 

One of the issues raised several times during our meetings with colleges and in our team meetings was the WCC’s communication policy. We realized that most of these college and seminary students and staff had never heard about the WCC but were eager to know about our activities and programs. Special emphasis was put on the importance of developing an updated and interactive website, especially if we want to make our commitment to having young adult input a priority.  

There were many questions on International Affairs related programs and professors and students asked for more materials on these topics. Since my return, I have received requests from different colleges asking for more information and materials, including an invitation to go back next year to attend a Symposium on Restorative Justice at the Saint Thomas University, in Minneapolis, with all travel and accommodation expenses covered. Though Saint Thomas was not a University we visited a student from it attended one of the presentations we made (at Augsburg College) and asked for materials on Restorative Justice after my presentation.  

I strongly recommend that this initiative should continue in the coming years, with a team composed with US and Geneva based staff and interns visiting different regions in the US. 

