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By-Laws – Commission on World Mission and Evangelism By-Laws Revision
At its last meeting in April 2007, the Commission had decided to start a process of revision of the CWME By-Laws, taking note of the discussions of the former commission in 2004 on the matter (cf. doc CWME 07-14). The report from the 2007 commission meeting clearly showed on which points the By-Laws needed to be amended. On this basis, the CWME Executive Group worked further on the amendments. The Ex Group report indicated in detail what changes were proposed to the work done by the Commission and this was sent to the commissioners on December 10 offering them the possibility to comment on and challenge the work of the Ex Group on the By-Laws. 

As no change had been requested by members of the Commission, the amended By-Laws were sent to all affiliated bodies to the Conference on World Mission and Evangelism on March 28, 2008, i.e. 6 months prior to the decision of the Commission in Bangalore. No opposition from affiliated bodies has been registered; those who responded approved the changes.

Decisions of the CWME Commission:

a. the Commission adopts the explanatory comment (footnote 1) and the amendments as highlighted in the attached version of the CWME By-Laws (doc. CWME 08-9b rev) and submits them to the Central Committee for final decision.
b. The Commission also receives the attached explanations as its rationale for justifying the amendments to the Central Committee.

Rationale for amendments of the CWME By-Laws and comments 

2.3 footnote 1

The language doesn’t correspond to the present structure of the WCC. However, because of the frequency of WCC restructuring, it is not seen as advisable to amend the By-Laws, but to propose an interpretation which would be applicable to any structure.

To set up ad hoc task groups is not a matter of policy needing the approval of Programme Committee. The amendment also aims at increasing flexibility.

3.3.1

The Commission wishes to be able to make suggestions to Central Committee, and to do so by respecting the specific composition of the Commission which is larger than only WCC member churches.

3.3.2

The amendment doesn’t fix the end of the term as precisely as the present By-Laws do. The amendment gives some freedom to organize the transition between the former and the new Commission as may seem adequate at a particular time.

4.4.4 

This amendment results from the decision of the Commission to open itself up to cooperation with churches and bodies active in mission, but who do not correspond to the categories foreseen in the former paragraphs, all shaped by CWME’s specific history. 

4.4.5

Both in the amendment as proposed in 4.4.4 and in this §, the Commission intends to give itself the possibility to check the ecumenical and theological mission options of potential new members.

The addition of “organizations” takes into account recent developments in WCC’s own partner relationships.
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