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I.    Introduction

Since the year 2000, discussions have taken place between church and mission representatives from Scotland and various international church or mission bodies, WCC included, as to the best way to imagine a celebration of the centennial of the 1910 Edinburgh world mission conference. That event is considered the symbolic starting point of the contemporary Protestant mission movement of the 20th century, but also of the ecumenical movement as such, due to its concern for cooperation and unity.

In relation to 2010, we speak of two related matters: 

· a study process on issues relevant for mission and ecumenism today; 

· a celebration/conference in 2010, in Edinburgh, 2 – 6 June, organised together by diverse church and mission bodies representing as many facets of contemporary Christianity as possible.

Two important consultations were held in 2005 and 2006 in Edinburgh with a wide international and interdenominational representation. They identified “mission themes” which call for attention in the preparation for the centenary and started reflections on a common mission conference and on a governance structure for the plans towards 2010. 

II.   2010 Mission themes and study process

1.  Foundations for mission 
2.  Christian mission among other faiths
3.  Mission and post-modernities 
4.    Mission and power

5.    Forms of missionary engagement

6.    Theological education and formation

7.    Christian communities in contemporary contexts

8.    Mission and unity – ecclesiology and mission

9.    Mission spirituality and authentic discipleship.
Additional themes are called “transversals” and will relate specific concerns with the mission themes mentioned above: 

· Women and mission 

· Youth and mission 

· Reconciliation and healing 

· Bible and mission/mission in the Bible 

· Contextualization – inculturation – dialogue of worldviews 

· Subaltern voices 

· Ecological perspectives. 

Full documentation on the study process is on the official website: www.edinburgh2010.org.
For each mission theme and most transversals, international coordinating groups lead the work. A study process monitoring group works together with the study coordinator, Kirsteen Kim, to collect and analyze the results and prepare them for publication. The study process has its own dynamics which is not limited to the 2010 date. It however also prepares the ground for the content of the Edinburgh centennial conference, with the following aims:

· Make clear the changes in mission thinking since 1910

· Create a new vision and spirituality of mission to inspire churches/mission bodies/Christians

· Encourage networks and alliances across regions (especially the North-South divide) and confessions for common witness

· Give guidelines on mission practice and identify priorities for church and mission leaders

· Highlight issues for further research and reflection

· Result in commitment to continue the spirit of cooperation

A book series will make the reflections around Edinburgh 2010 available to theologically interested people and mission or church leaders. The following books are already available:

David Kerr and Ken Ross, eds.: Edinburgh 2010. Mission then and now, Regnum 2009; 

Ken Ross: Edinburgh 2010. Springboard for mission, W. Carey Press, 2009;

Brian Stanley: The world missionary conference Edinburgh 1910, Eerdmans, 2009. 

The official preparatory book for the conference will contain papers summarizing the study work done on each of the nine themes. It will be sent to all delegates in advance. Another book will document the reflections made at the conference itself. Much more material is published, in books and periodicals (including the International Review of Mission), in various regions of the world.

III.   A common 2010 mission conference

There will be many events and conferences in 2010.  The specificity of the common 2010 Edinburgh conference in June lies in the wide spectrum of churches, denominations and mission traditions cooperating for that specific project. It must be highlighted that it is not a WCC mission conference, even if WCC plays an important role as one of the major stakeholders, both due to its investment in thematic work, in the overall organization and its financial support. The Edinburgh process and conference are owned collectively by all the twenty stakeholders (the list can be found below under “governance”).

The conference is scheduled from June 2-6, 2010 in Edinburgh. It will take place in Pollock Halls and end with a public celebration in the Assembly Hall of New College, the venue of the 1910 conference. Despite its relatively small size (250+ participants), the centennial conference will be one of the most representative church meetings after the Global Christian Forum, in terms of spiritual traditions and denominations present. The majority of the delegates will be sent by the stakeholders, while a third is expected to represent the work done in the study process. 

The conference programme integrates study, spiritual life, celebration and public events.

Wednesday June 2:  preparatory meetings; introduction session in the evening with church greetings, prayer and practical information

Thursday June 3:  opening worship; plenary on “mission in long perspective” (history and present); work on mission themes in three parallel “tracks” (or sections); public reception in the evening

Friday June 4: morning prayers and Bible study; plenary on “mission worldwide” (based on actual examples of Christian witness); work in three parallel tracks; free evening

Saturday June 5: morning prayers and Bible study; work in three parallel tracks; free time; evening concluding plenary

Sunday June 6:  morning worship in local churches and church visits; afternoon: public centenary celebration in Assembly Hall (max. 1,200 persons).

Since participation in the conference will be very limited, a suggestion is being made to Christians all over the world to set the day of 6 June 2010 aside for a national or local celebration or other event organized in connection with the Edinburgh theme and materials. Suggestions for the organization of parallel celebrations are available on the website.

IV.    Governance

It was decided not to create an additional UK charity organisation, but to function as network of stakeholders. A common governance structure is in place since 2007, composed of a general council, an executive committee, specialised committees or study groups and an office. The School of Divinity at the University of Edinburgh acts as host and organizer of the 2010 conference and chairs an official liaison committee with the stakeholders.

The 2010 general council (GC) is the highest policy and decision making body for the 2010 project and is composed of one representative each of the following churches and bodies: Anglican Communion, Asia Pentecostal Society, Baptist World Alliance, Church of Scotland, Churches Together in Britain and Ireland, Council for World Mission, International Association for Mission Studies, International Fellowship of Evangelical Students, Latin American Theological Fraternity, Lausanne Committee for World Evangelization, Lutheran World Federation, Organisation of African Instituted Churches, Orthodox churches, Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, Seventh Day Adventists, World Alliance of Reformed Churches, World Council of Churches (Commission on World Mission and Evangelism), World Evangelical Alliance, World Methodist Council and the World Student Christian Federation. 

The GC appointed an executive committee to act on its behalf between the sessions of the GC. Andrew Anderson from the Church of Scotland is the chair of both GC and executive.

The coordinating office is located in New College, School of Divinity, Edinburgh University and staffed by Daryl Balia, missiologist from South Africa, who is the 2010 international director, employed by the University. Kirsteen Kim works part-time as coordinator of the 2010 study process and Kirk Sandvig part-time as youth coordinator. Jasmin Adam is the communication officer, employed by the Church of Scotland. All staff costs are covered by stakeholders and related partners, either through the common budget or directly. The conference office of Edinburgh First (linked to the university) will organize the event. 

A Scottish coordinating team formed by local churches connects the 2010 plans with the local church and political realities and prepares local events related to the conference.

V.    Additional Information for the WCC Officers
The original recommendation at the CWME commission in 2004 not to organize a WCC world mission conference, but to move towards an event owned in common by the wide constituency was confirmed by WCC central committee.
a. WCC delegation (30 persons)
The original size of WCC delegation (in first plans) was 200, then reduced to 120. Finally, last April, the event was downsized, leading to a reduction of WCC delegation to 30. This remains the most important delegation in terms of number, together with the Pentecostals. All other stakeholders have much smaller delegations. The percentages had been fixed by general council when the whole event was planned to be a 1,000 people’s conference.
Categories:
· WCC moderator and general secretary

· CWME commission members (all except Pentecostals, Roman Catholics and some evangelicals, who will appear on the delegations of their denominational bodies)

· Moderator and one additional member of Faith and Order Commission

· Representative of Echos (other members suggested by Echos are in CWME Commission)

· Representative of German Institute for Medical Mission

· WCC staff: mission & evangelism, Indigenous Peoples, healing

Other WCC staff and related people will be part of Edinburgh as study process delegates or in a staff capacity.
b. Staff involvement in preparations
· Arantxa Aguado, Jooseop Keum and Jacques Matthey in overall coordination (partly since the year 2000)

· The above plus Deenabandhu Manchala, Dietrich Werner, Fulata Mbano-Moyo involved in the study process
· Olivier Schopfer was key in developing the website used by Edinburgh 2010

· The list may not be complete.
c. Finances
· First significant grant sent by WCC in 2006 to enable start of the project and appointment of the director.

· Regular annual grants to the project as part of the current mission budget (P 2031 A).

· Programme money used to support study process (under various items)

· Financial guarantee given to the University in 2009, to enable signing of booking contract
· WCC Mission conference reserve fed regularly: the fund will be used (if needed) for the mentioned guarantee and for the support of the costs of the WCC delegation and of additional people from the study process.

Summary by Jacques Matthey
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