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‘The spirit of the sovereign Lord is on me, becathrgel ord has anointed me to preach good
news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up thlesrbearted, to proclaim freedom for the
captives and release from darkness for the prissin@isaiah 61:1)

December 10, 2008 marks thethﬁéhniversary of the United Nations Universal Deatian

of Human Rights (UDHR). The UDHR is the foundatfrthe modern human rights system,
the first universal statement on the basic primspf inalienable human rights, and a
common standard of achievement for all peoplesadinthtions. In the words of Eleanor
Roosevelt it is the international Magna Carta for all mankind (hunkand)’.

The World Council of Churches, through its Comnaasof the Churches on International
Affairs, participated in the drafting of the Unit&thtions Declaration on Human Rights, and
contributed the text in Article 18 on freedom obtight, conscience, and religion. The WCC
has since been active in promoting the declaraionplementation.

Considerable progress has been made in the advantamd reinforcement of the human
rights protection mechanisms over the last yedrs. 8stablishment of the Human Rights
Council and of the Universal Periodic Review medsiancould be listed among the efforts

to strengthen the United Nations human rights nreerfyiin a more democratic and
transparent way. Some important human rights inmsnts like the Convention on the Rights
of Peoples with Disabilities, the International @ention on Enforced Disappearance and the
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoplege lzso been adoptedurthermore, a

draft Optional Protocol to the International Coveinan Economic, Social and Cultural rights
which aims at establishing an individual complairgchanism under the covenant will
hopefully be adopted in the near future.

Theprosecution of genocide, crimes against humanithvear crimes by the international
tribunals and national courts has also been aipestep in the fight against impunity for
grave human rights violationdnother recent development worth mentioning is the
moratorium on the death penalty, adopted by themg¢massembly of the United Nations in
late 2007

These are undoubtedly very positive developmentsvever today, six decades after the
adoption of the UDHR, human rights are continualbtated or misused in pursuit of
particular national, ethnic, racial, religious addological interests and the levels of
impunity, injustice and inequality are overwhelming



Millions of people are still witnessing a flagranblation of their fundamental human rights
in many countries around the world. Extensive dderture and other cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment, lack of protection for refugaed internally displaced persons,
discriminatory policies against migrants, incregsiiolence against women and children,
attacks against human rights activists, attackswifans by armed groups and government
forces, denial of economic and social rights likgatr to food, access to medical care and
education, alarming increase of the people livinganditions of extreme poverty, are only
some of the many human rights violations witnessext the past year.

It is evident that there is still a huge gap betweerds and deeds, promises and action.
Certainly much has been achieved on a normatived kspecially in the area of standard
setting and monitoring. Nonetheless, adopting atitying inter-governmental human rights
instruments, although very important, it sSimply sle®t suffice. There is a need to respect
and to promote by all means both in law and in gizadhe full realization of the rights
included in these agreements in every country aftli@ world. Governments must defend
the rights of the people that are under their glicison and must show their political will to
seriously tackle with the grave human rights violas$ that occur in various parts of the
world.

As was stated during thd'SVCC Assembly in Nairobi, 1975:
‘Our concern for human rights is based on our cotion that God wills a
society in which all can exercise full human righ&§ human beings are
created in the image of God, equal and infinitelggous in God’s sight and
ours. Jesus Christ has bound us to one anotherdlfé, death and
resurrection, so that what concerns one concerrallus

Fully aware of the interconnection and interdependace of human rights and human
dignity, the executive committee of the World Counit of Churches, meeting in Lubeck,
Germany, 23-26 September 2008:

A. reaffirms its commitment to the Universal Declaration of HamRights and to the
principles enshrined within it;

B. expressesdeep concern for the gap which continues to exastiéen declarations on
human rights and implementation, and the tragicdmsuffering this represents as a result of
extensive violation of human rights;

C. urges governments to adopt, ratify and respect inteonaliand regional instruments for
the promotion and protection of human rights, taitey compliance with them in their own
countries and around the world, and to underwhig& commitment with human and financial
resources;

D. callson churches, through education and action, to wwgcomote human dignity by
improving public understanding of human rights atans and of the human rights
protection mechanisms and urges member churchethaimdjovernments to cooperate with
the UN and other governments and non-governmentigb in this regard;

E. commends the ongoing work of the churches and ecumenicaroegtions for the
promotion and protection of human rights and uthes to continue to stress the linkages
between universally accepted standards of humatsrand the Christian commitment to
human dignity;

F. acknowledges human rights advocacy work to be an essentiairgedral component of
the worldwide struggle and yearning for peace \uigtice and an important part of the
ministry of the church.



