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STATEMENT ON |RAQ AND ITSCHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES

1. The basic well-being and human rights of substhptietions of Iraqi society are heavily degradeiaf
decades of wars and chaos, and remain under dreead.t Yet the suffering of the Iraqi people ramsai
largely unrecognized and unresolved. The Exec@wemittee of the World Council of Churches,
meeting in Etchmiadzin, Armenia, 25-28 Septemb@®,72is deeply troubled by their suffering and<all
urgently for solutions. Amid the many sufferingmmunities there, we note that the fate of Iraq's
Christian communities gives churches around thdédamarticular cause for concern and reason to
respond.

2. Churches of the WCC have raised many warnings enghg to provide hope to the people of Irag. We
recallinter alia:

The Central Committee urging sustained diplomasteiad of war (Geneva, 2002); that the current
war is immoral, ill-advised and in breach of theitdd Nations Charter, that the UN Security
Council withdraw the open-ended mandate it hadrgteehe occupation of Iraq, for a collective
international commitment to support the peoplerad lincluding reparations by the occupying
powers for damages caused by the unlawful useroé figiGeneva, 2003); and that the US-led
military presence be reduced and terminated, thadliere to international law on the treatment of
prisoners and churches overseas advocate for aisd @hristians to stay in Irag (Geneva, 2005);

The Executive Committee judging the sanctions iregamn Iraq to have failed to meet the necessary
criteria while causing serious violations of hunniggits (Geneva, 1998); and that the impending war
“will cause a humanitarian crisis of grave magnétuwdth untold suffering...loss of life, property,
environmental damage and waste of precious resguaoel “polarise division and hatred between
communities resulting in further destabilizatiortloé regions” (Bossey, February 2003).

The Iraqgi people

3. Today one-third of the Iragi population is in neddumanitarian assistance. More than half ofitraq
live in abject poverty or worse (54 percent), adawg to a recent Iragi government survey. One litaqi
six is internally uprooted or among the two millipeople who have fled the country. All of these
groups experience severe and chronic deficitsad &ecurity, in access to clean water, sanitatiealth
services and education, and in possibilities ta adivelihood.

4. Poverty, deprivation and human insecurity are ex#élg high in Iraq. Effective allocations of natain
and international resources to remedy these #srary low. Exploitation of the country's vast
petroleum resources provides little overall bertefihe Iraqi people. Nevertheless, massive
expenditures for military and security programstiare with no end in sight to the conflict and
insecurity at which they are directed.

5. Iraq's dire humanitarian situation developed dutirgglatter years of Saddam Hussein's regime and th
sanctions imposed on Iraq. Its national traumelsidte dictatorship, the Iran-Iraq war, and thet fsilf
War. Since the current US-led invasion, publiclthesurveys indicate that conflict has caused hedsir
of thousands more deaths and driven more thamfdlion people from their communities.



6.

The prevalence of violence by non-state armed graggular armed forces and criminal groups affects
people in most parts of Iraqg, causing heavy casgaliear, deprivation and emigration.

Based on experiences with the chronic insecuray llas set in since the invasion of 2003, natiandl
international NGOs including church organizatioasdnlimited but still significant opportunities to
deliver effective humanitarian assistance undereaicircumstances.

However, international recognition and action om lthhmanitarian crisis in Iraq is lacking.
Internationally, a climate of silence about thaitefprevails instead. The silence is punctuatedblily
reports of casualty figures but appears to be mgstdy the reluctance of governments to engagjesin
difficult international political task of workingut solutions to the Iraq crisis.

Irag's Christian communities
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Although Christians represent only four percentradi’'s population, they make up 40 percent of its
refugees. Their fate speaks twice, informing ozasschurches about both the general humanitarian
needs in Iraq and the urgency of saving Iraq'ssithri communities.

On the one hand, the current Christian exodustisie of many warnings that radically new approache
to Iraq's crisis are needed. Strategies baseddeouske of force have driven the country into chalus.
continue them has the effect of adding new fuel taging fire. The flight of Christians from Iragja

sign of the failure of policies that were purportedring stability and peace to Iraq and evernréggon.

Traumas that affect Christian communities -- violaftacks, incessant fear, frequent kidnappingsako
upheaval, economic collapse and attacks on hodsesrship -- also affect Iraqi society at large.
Members of all religious communities in Iraq arevaisplaced or have fled the country. The fate of
Christians must not be seen in isolation from #te bf Muslims, or of other minorities such as the
Yazidees and Mandeans, or used to worsen relatidhsviuslims or other groups.

Iraq’s leaders and the foreign governments involvest find ways to install the rule of law. Intderce
between social groups has grown markedly as ammgof the conflict there. The rule of law must
include re-establishment of a multi-cultural edarilim in society.

On the other hand, a living Christian presencepissitive reminder that peace, pluralism and toleea
are things that work together for good, in Iraq tmdughout the Middle East. The continuing pregen
of Christians in Iraq is a witness to the ethnidiuwral and religious diversity that are an esstmpiart of
the Middle East.

Like other Christians of the region, Iragi Christiaaffirm that the future of Christianity does fietin
emigration but in peace. Their churches are sdmtgemldest in the world, but foundations laid in
biblical times are being torn up in our day. Asytistrive to meet the present challenges and sheat g
strength, they also look to churches overseas secally in the West to do more to influence
governments to find even-handed solutions for #ad for other crises in the region.

Credit is due to the leading Muslim clerics who aseg their authority to contain the violenceriaq
despite the presence of factional, foreign andioairarmed forces. These leaders understand and
acknowledge the fate of the churches. Multi-religi initiatives to resolve conflicts there and poten
reconciliation also give cause for hope.

Joint Christian-Muslim advocacy overseas for toleeand co-existence in Iraq would send a powerful
signal to Iraqis of all faiths. It would also be iavestment in the best interests of an incredging
polarized region.



Recommendations

Whereas dangers and deprivations confronting the Iraqi pegjve cause for great concern, those suffering
are not beyond the reach of God's plenteous mévigmbers of the body of Christ are called to reaahin
similar spirit with acts of compassion, demonstnasi of solidarity and embassies of peace. Accghgithe
Executive Committee of the World Council of Chursheeeting in Etchmiadzin, Armenia, 25-28
September 2007, calls the member churches of th€ Wakedirect actions:

A.

Keeping the people and churches of Iraq in thely@rs and providing increased assistance to them fo
church life and for service to a society in gredeh Support can be channelled through ACT
International, the Middle East Council of Churcha&ZC-related specialized ministries and church
families present in Iraq.

Raising awareness in their parishes and in theintt@s concerning the general suffering of theilra
people including its Christian communities.

Providing support to displaced people inside Inadj @ Iraqi refugees through ACT International, the
Middle East Council of Churches and WCC-relateccigized ministries.

Demonstrating their solidarity with the Christiasnamunities and people of Iraq. Church-only actions
and joint initiatives with Muslims are both needearder to show support for the people of Iraq tnd
make clear once again that policies of occupatmnat have international church support.

Whereas the core problems of the Iraq crisis remain largelresolved, namely, the failures to meet basic
needs, ensure public security and provide esseénfiaktructure; the low levels of multilateral @t for
government institutions and civil society grou bn-going presence of occupation forces; no bathn
sharing of national resources; increased alien&@ween communities and loss of religious freedom;
therefore the Executive Committee calls WCC mensberchedo advocate with governments:

E.

Contacting the governments whose forces occupytiragmind them of their obligations to the people
of Irag under the Geneva Conventions and, at thee deme, to remind these governments of the
unconscionable losses of human life from more tbanyears of war in Iragq, condemning all causes of
civilian casualties — from the as many as one omiliexcess deaths’ now documented by public health
surveys, to the ‘collateral damage’ caused by amiliaiction, to the countless suicide attacks.

Engaging their own governments over the need talifee international silence on the humanitarian
crisis in Irag and provide greater assistancegpldced and refugee Iragis through organizatioals as
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refuge®s the International Organization for Migration.

Informing their governments of the fate of Iragt®iStian communities and the importance of protegti
all minorities there to preserve the pluralistigltinfaith character of Iragi society.

Raising with their governments the importance ofiiguopen debate and broad multilateral engagement
in the implementation of UN Security Council Resmno 1770 and of agreeing further measures that
assist the people of Iraq in building a viable gpendent state.



