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World Council of Churches

Public Information - Media Relations

P.O. Box 2100

1211 Geneva 2

Switzerland

Tel: +41-22-791-6153 

media@wcc-coe.org

Invitation

to apply for accreditation at the

WCC 9th Assembly

Geneva, 18 August 2005
Dear press colleagues,

Warm greetings from Geneva!

It is my pleasure to invite you to apply for media accreditation in order to attend the upcoming 9th Assembly of the World Council of Churches (WCC), which will take place in Porto Alegre, Brazil, from 14-23 February 2006.

Please find in the letter below the following information:

1. The WCC 9th Assembly in a nutshell

2. How to apply for accreditation

3. Travel and accommodation

4. Sponsorship

5. Programme, services and facilities for press

6. Exposure programme to the Brazilian reality

1. The WCC 9th Assembly in a nutshell

The first WCC assembly of the 21st century, it will gather up to 3,000 church leaders and ecumenical representatives from nearly every Christian tradition around the world. As such, it will be one of the broadest global gatherings of its kind. Its theme is a prayer: "God, in your grace, transform the world".

WCC assemblies are often turning points in the life of the World Council, and this one is expected to leave its mark on ecumenical history. Deliberations will focus on issues such as the future of the ecumenical movement, the churches' commitment to economic justice as well as their witness to overcoming violence, and the challenges faced in the midst of religious plurality.

In Porto Alegre, members of the ecumenical family will be able to gather around the assembly at a Mutirão, a Portuguese word that means coming together for a common purpose. Made up of workshops, exhibitions and cultural celebrations, this part of the assembly programme will offer opportunities for members of the wider ecumenical movement to gather, reflect and celebrate together.

This is the first WCC assembly to be held in Latin America, and it is being hosted by the National Council of Christian Churches in Brazil (CONIC) on behalf of churches throughout the region.

A number of pre-assembly events (organized by the WCC youth, women, indigenous peoples programmes and Ecumenical Disability Advocates Network - EDAN) will be held from 11-13 February.

Please find more details and the programme of the Assembly on the website:

                                       www.wcc-assembly.info
2. How to apply for accreditation?

Please complete the two attached forms, and send them to us by e-mail (media@wcc-coe.org) fax ( +41-22-798-1346 ) or mail ( WCC Media Relations, 150 Route de Ferney, P.O. Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2, Switzerland ). Yes, the TWO of them are necessary. But if you are based in Porto Alegre or plan to follow the Assembly online, only the accreditation form is needed.

Should you have any problem reading the attachments to this message, you can also download the forms from the Assembly website > News & Media section > Accreditation.

Accreditation will be granted to professional journalists. Occasional writers and other persons who might be contributing to a media outlet although not as their main occupation may also apply, but accreditation is not automatic. No fees will apply for accredited media.

If our office hasn't accredited you during the last three years, a letter from your editor/director will be needed. It has to specify the characteristics of the media outlet you represent and the Assembly coverage it intends to make. Please send a hard copy together with your accreditation form, and kindly add a few samples of your latest journalistic production.

Accreditation deadline is 30 September 2005.

3. Travel and accommodation
Accredited media representatives must make their own travel arrangements. No special WCC Assembly deals have been negotiated with airlines.

An official letter of invitation will be sent by the Assembly office in late 2005 to accredited media requiring a visa.

The Assembly office will book hotels for all the Assembly participants, including accredited media. This service is available for free, and offers daily AM/PM transportation from hotels to and from the Assembly venue.

An estimate of hotel and food costs is included in the registration form. You will receive more information from the Assembly office about reserving accommodation. You will be given the opportunity to indicate your preferences (hotel category, same hotel as certain colleague, etc.).

If you choose to book your own accommodation, the WCC will not be able to offer transportation.

4. Sponsorship
Very limited funds are available to sponsor journalists from media outlets which cannot afford themselves the cost of covering the Assembly. Sponsorship grants will comprise travel and accommodation costs only; all other costs (visa, meals, insurance, etc.) will have to be covered by the journalist/media.

Those wishing to apply for sponsorship should indicate this on the accreditation form and add a detailed plan of coverage, as well as information about the media readership and profile. Priority will be given to young journalists and/or media outlets targeting a young public.

5. Programme, services and facilities for press 

As usual, a special programme for press will be arranged. It will include daily briefings (in order to provide orientation about what is going on) and press conferences with the main protagonists. It will be available later on this year.

News releases distributed daily through our media mailing list and posted on the Assembly website will keep you up to date. If you are not yet receiving our press releases you are invited to sign up to receive them at:

                   http://onlineservices.wcc-coe.org/pressnames.nsf
A documentation service for accredited media will be available both on site and online (password protected), as well as a system to process interview requests.

Media representatives willing to cover the Assembly but not able to attend it personally will be allowed to benefit from both services. To access embargoed documentation online, accreditation in advance is indispensable.

A comfortable press room will be available for accredited media. It will be equipped with closed circuit TV and sound feeds from the interpretation booths, as well as a limited number of PC workstations, and broadband wireless and dial-up internet connectivity.

We encourage you to bring your portable computer (no technical support available from our side, sorry).

Radio and TV studio- and editing-facilities will be available too.

6. Exposure programme to the Brazilian reality

We are working together with our Brazilian partners to offer an exposure programme for accredited press representatives willing to take advantage of their trip to Brazil to get to know some local realities.

Although we can't give details yet, we expect to be able to offer access to a few potentially good story opportunities during the three or four days preceding the Assembly.

Please indicate your willingness to take part in this programme on your accreditation form and book your travel accordingly. Details will be sent to accredited media as soon as possible.

That's all for now. Should you have any questions and/or comments, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Looking forward to working with you in Porto Alegre.

Sincerely yours,

Juan Michel

WCC Media relations officer

juan@wcc-coe.org 

+41-22-791-6153 (office)

+41-79-507-6363 (mobile)

PS: You might want to note, when making your travel arrangements, that Carnival in Brazil takes place 25-28 February.







