
GM situation in Latinamerica

agribusiness taking over our continent



Mapping the agribusiness

Monoculture models
• Soya, tree plantation, 

maize, sugar cane
Future perspectives

• Agrofuel production
• GMO for agrofuels
• Soya, maiz, 

rapeseed,sugarcane
and african palm

• Ricinus and jatropha



Legal structures sustaining the 
model

• Herency of dictatorships, democracy under structural adjustment programs
IMF, WB, IADB

• Free trade agreements in Central and Andean America
• MERCOSUR satisfy the fodder and cellulose global markets
• Countries enter the global market changing the agroexportmodel of food

production to commodity production
• Free trade agreements with packages of laws on seed, biosecurity
• Argentina 96 liberalization of soya RR (donated by Monsanto) 

contamination of Mexico in 2000. 
• Monsanto breaks down resistance to GM through smuggling and

contamination
• Laws are designed for the agribusiness , Biotechnology and Biofuels laws
• IIRSA and Pan Puebla Panama
• Current left gobernments that still follow the corporate agenda and the 

“development” frames



The biotechnological package

• No till, GM seeds and
pesticides

• Agriculture without farmes
• Corporative agriculture “

sowing pooles”
• Rural unemployment
• Export of commodities, imports

of inputs



Soy agribusiness as development for
the population? 

Problemas at local and national level:
• The need of large scale production diminishes

surface for food production. 
• Greater economical dependance to foreign

technologies
• No employment in the countryside
• Land ownership concentration
• Increasing problems with pests and climate

change, allways solved with pesticides
• Deforestation and contamination



Increased use of agrotoxics
• Scale monocultures are more vulnerable 

to pests and there are problems with 
resistant weeds, funghi and insects.

• The use of glyphosate increased from 
1l/Ha to 10 l/ha since the liberation of RR.

• Increased use of 2.4D, 2.4DB, atrazina, 
paraquat, insecticides such as endosulfan, 
cypermetrina and fungicides.





Consequences
ECOLOGICAL 
• Deforestation
• Soil contamination 
• Soil erosion
• Destruction of the water basin 
• Loss of biodiversity and agro
biodiversity 

SOCIO-ECONOMICAL 
• Expulsion of peasants 
• Violence and corruption
• Increase of inequity 
• Increase of poverty 
• Concentration of landownership 
• Poisoning of people
• Malnutrition 
• Criminalization of peasants 
movement 
• Loss of sovereignity, food, 
economical and territorial 
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