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Soybean productive area in South America
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1. Producing countries

In the last years the monocultures of soy has In the last years the monocultures of soy has 
expanded appexpanded approxrox. 3,5 millones ha/. 3,5 millones ha/yearyear. . 
In 2004, soy In 2004, soy coveredcovered 38 38 millionmillion ha.ha.



Argentina:
from the World’s grain barn to a mere soy republic

> > 17 17 millionsmillions ha ha ofof GMOsGMOs..
16 16 millionsmillions ha ha ofof GM soy.GM soy.
100% Soy 100% Soy RoundupRoundup ReadyReady..
DominatingDominating 45 % 45 % ofof the the agricultureagriculture
surfacesurface..
MonsantoMonsanto releasedreleased in in ‘‘96 96 withoutwithout patentpatent..
Argentinas GM soy Argentinas GM soy contaminatedcontaminated otherother
countriescountries..



Paraguay:
Farmers vs. peasants

2 million ha 2 million ha 
80% RR soy, legalised in 2004.80% RR soy, legalised in 2004.
Soy expands 250.000 ha every year Soy expands 250.000 ha every year 
(more than 8.5%)(more than 8.5%)
Soy covers 22% of the agriculture Soy covers 22% of the agriculture 
surface surface 
81% of agriculture NBP81% of agriculture NBP
4th  worlds exporter4th  worlds exporter



Brasil 

Oldest soy producer in Latinoamerica.
Soy covers > 20 million ha.
Amazon, 2 million ha deforested.
GMO contamination at 30 % at the national level.
Rio Grande do Sul 100 % GM contamination. 
Biggest exporter to Europe.



Bolivia
Soy production in Santa Cruz Soy production in Santa Cruz 
GM soy present.GM soy present.
Production dominated by large scale Production dominated by large scale 
landowners.landowners.
Land controled by 10 Bolivian Families Land controled by 10 Bolivian Families 
and foreign enterprises, many brazilean.and foreign enterprises, many brazilean.
Cargill Bolivia has Cargill Bolivia has builtbuilt the the harbourharbour
Aguirre.Aguirre.
ChallengeChallenge toto breakbreak thisthis patternpattern by the by the 
MAS MAS LandLand ReformReform..



Soy Expansion in 
Argentina

By substitution
of other crops:

Rice -44,1%
Maize -26,2%

Sunflower -34,2%
Wheat -3,5%
Soy +74,5%

Source: elaboración de Domínguez y con 
datos de la SAGPyA

2005/2006 SURFACE
HA

PRODUCTION
TON

SOY 15,5 millions 40 millions
SUNFlOWER 2,24 millions 3,8 millions

PEANUTS 162 000 No data

COTTON 315 000 315 000

BEANS 179 000 No data

MAIZE 3,5 millions 14 millions

SORGHUM 547 000 1,9 millions

RICE 169 000 1,06 millions

WHEAT 5,052 millions 12,5 millions



Biotechnological
Package

Soy RR
Resistant to Roundup

+
Roundup + other  

agrotoxics
+ 

No till =
2 pers/1000ha



Corporate concentration 
of the land

Corporatization: The pooles de 
siembra 
Between 1992 and 1999 the number
of small and medium size of
producers decreased from 170.000 
to 116.000. 
The average size of production unit 
increased from 243 has. to 357 has.



Development of soy monocultures
1991 2002

Menores de 50 has. 137.657 133.582

Medianos y grandes 
productores

414.798 1.149.273

1991 2002

Fincas medianas y 
grandes 4.871 8.671

Pequeños y 
medianos (-50 has) 21.846 19.165

Development of landowner ship (Región Oriental)

Results
•400.000 landless people in Paraguay.
•2 million out of the 6 million of Paraguayans live abroad.
•90.000 persons expulsed every year. 



Does soy improve the life of 
the people ?



Soy expansion a main 
cause to deforestation 

Region 1991 (miles de ha) 2005 (miles de ha) 
Chaco 50 664,5 
Salta 96 466,5 
Tucuman 83 259 
stgo del Estero 73 630 
E Rios 55 1.248,8 
Santa Fe 1.987 3.531 
 



La deforestacion en las areas boscosas de transicion entre las Yungas
y el Chaco crecio de -0.6 en 1984-1991 a -1.17 en1997-2001. 







Increased use of 
agrotoxics

Scale monocultures are more vulnerable 
to pests and there are problems with 
resistant weeds, funghi and insects.
The use of glyphosate increased from 
1l/Ha to 10 l/ha since the release of RR.
Increased use of 2.4D, 2.4DB, atrazina, 
paraquat, insecticides such as endosulfan, 
cypermetrina and fungicides.







Use of Agrotoxics 1991-2001
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Muertes por intoxicaciones con plaguicidas por 
departamentos en el Paraguay desde 1999 al 2003
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Human Rights

The Soy expansion produces:
Ilegal evictions
Paramilitaries
Criminalization of the indigenous and 
peasant communities
Criminalization of the poverty 
Weakens the democracy
Corporate impunity









Frente Nacional de Lucha por la 
Vida y la Soberania

National Strike 2004
60 land occupations
Demonstrations all over the country
Pres. Nicanor meets up with FFAA y 
ARP 
18 new military bases, military
guards the soy harvest
3000 charges -2000 arrested people

















Hidrovia -
IIRSA

> 250 infrastructure
works along 3.360 km
IADB and UNDP
Will be used for:

60-79% soy
8-16% minerals

Increased transport
efficiency
Increase deforestation
up to 30.000 ha/year



Rabobanks estimation
Demand for vegetal 
oil can grow
between 9 – 12 M 
ton between 2005 
and 2010
– 5.0-6.0 M tons
(27.5%) in EU-15
– 2.0-3.0 M tons
(17%) in EE.UU.
– 1.5-2.0 M tons
(32%) in Brazil
and Argentina
– 1.0-2.0 (4%) in 
Asia

Source:www.ciara.com.ar/espanol/Reca.pdf



Biodiesel – new market
arising

The demand of biodiesel will dominate 
the demand for food production
25% increase of the total demand.
In Europa it will principally will favour 
canola.
Argentina has the economical 
advantage of infrastucture and cheaper 
processing costs.



Corporations are investing 
in biodiesel

Repsol:  US$ 30MM in a biorefinary.
Vicentin- Green Fuel: 200.000 ton/year.
Oilfox: 12.000 ton/ year to Germany.
Argentinean government has pass a 
biodiesel law.
Soy sector is pushing for free import of 
soy.



Responsible soy, 
1 year old initiative, where are the achievements??

Talk about 60 %increase of soy 
production but in sustainable way.
Will develope more criteria-18 more 
months
No definition on GM, WWF cant control 
big producers…
Pandora box of green soy as, 

Ex: Campina and Vion into RS









Resistance in Latinamerica

MCNOC land occupations in June
Legal victory for MAP
2nd protest against the Sustainable 
Soy
Paren de Fumigar
Actions against Agribussines
Platform against monocultures-VC 
Brasil







Foto accion 
sheraton 

Argentina June





Chavez said no to GM
Bolivias Land Reform 



Challenges for us in the South

Increase Network in the Cono Sur.
Empowering of the organisations.
Better monitoring, our reality can be  
usefull for others.
Decrease the gap between NGOs and 
social movements. 
Empower the process of Bolivia.
Don’t fall into the trap of dogmatism

“ leftist pro science”.



What can we do?

We need international focus on the Human Right 
violations. Visibilize as a new Monsantos 
Vietnam!

Farmers in Europe are also dissapearing because 
the agroindustry model, they nad other must 
speak out!

Biodiesel not from the south and not in hands of 
corporations.



Sustainable soy is not helping us, it is distancing 
NGOs,politicians, enviromentalist from the 
reality of the rural communities and turining into 
environmental service market. More damage 
that we can imagine.

Real help is to support groups to fight 
agribussines, resources for lawyers, medic 
testing, monitoring and organisational 
empowering. 
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