Theme 6: Theological Education and Formation
The Edinburgh 2010 international study group on theological education met twice between November 2008 and August 2009 and shared several substantial papers and contributions on the history, regional developments, theological challenges and future perspectives of theological education in World Christianity. Group members (corresponding and participating) included: Clare Amos (Anglican Communion Office), Steven Bevans (Catholic Theological Union, Chicago) Nico Botha (UNISA), Rob Brynjolfson (International Missionary Training Network/World Evangelical Alliance), Daniel Chiquete (Pentecostal Church, Mexico), Jose Duque (UBL, Costa Rica/Columbia), David Esterline (McCormick Theological Seminary/Institute for Cross-Cultural Theological Education), Tharcisse Gatwa (Rwanda Christian Council of Churches/Butare Theological Seminary), Jet den Hollander (WARC),  Afrie Songco Joye (Union Theological Seminary, Philippines), Pantelis Kalaitzides (Volos Academy, Greece), Namsoon Kang (Brite Divinity School, Texas), Atola Longkumer (Leonard Theological College, India), Joshva Raja (Queen’s Foundation, UK), Israel Selvanayagam (UTC Bangalore, India), Randolph Tuner (CWM), Douwe Visser (WARC), Des van der Water (CWM), Dietrich Werner (ETE/WCC), Henry Wilson (FTE). Group Conveners were Dr. Namsoon Kang and Dr. Dietrich Werner.

The working group produced a summary report on theological education which is entitled: Challenges and Opportunities in Theological Education in the 21st Century - Pointers for a new international debate on theological education. 

This World Report on Theological education is available in two versions, a shorter version which is prepared for the conference preparatory volume (around 25 pages) and an extended version with many additional case studies and contextual references of some 80 pages which is going to be published separately.

The study group is also working on a major publication project which is called “Handbook on Theological Education for World Christianity” and will contain innovative theological perspectives, accurate regional surveys and promising ecumenical perspectives on theological education from all different constituencies which are part of the Edinburgh 2010 process.
As an example of what directions are recommended by the group in the concluding section on Recommendations for the future of theological education in the 21st century the following (selected three recommendations out of several) might be cited:

“We affirm that theological education is vital for the transmission of Christian tradition from one generation to the next and for integral Christian mission in today’s world. Theological education is essential for the renewal and continuity of the church and its leadership. Theological education is a matter of survival for an authentic and contextual mission of the church in all contemporary contexts. 
We recommend that churches and partner organizations increase their efforts to strengthen, to accompany, and to enhance theological education – particularly in Africa. Courses on Christian mission, World Christianity, Church Unity and Ecumenism should be given a prominent place and be strengthened in theological education institutions around the world in the coming decades.
We affirm the broad-based dialogue process which is underway with Edinburgh 2010 and recommend that it continue with involvement of representatives from all historical and new Christian churches which are part of World Christianity today. This dialogue process on goals and common cooperation in theological education is needed more urgently now than ever before, in order to avoid isolation and fragmentation in theological education and to enhance cooperation and common responsibility.

In the light of the very few opportunities for dialogue between historical, evangelical, charismatic, Pentecostal, and Independent churches on theological education, we recommend that a continuous global forum (a working group) on cooperation in theological education be created. This Global Forum could serve as a continuation committee within the Edinburgh 2010 process to take up some of the challenges identified in this report by bringing together representatives from major associations of theological schools, networks for theological education, and partner organizations supporting theological education. It should cooperate with ETE/WCC and can function as an enlarged framework of WOCATI (World Conference of Associations of Theological Schools). At the same time the Regional Ecumenical Organizations (such as CCA, AACC, CLAI) might play a new role in strengthening and supporting networks, fundraising and grant-giving on theological education within their regions. 

We affirm that access to theological education should be available to all segments of the Christian family, the churches in South and North, East and West, women and men, people from poor and affluent backgrounds (see categories of access to theological education as mentioned in chapter 7).  The fast growing churches in the South have a right and an essential need to have better facilities for theological education. 

In the face of glaring discrepancies in terms of availability and accessibility of theological education we recommend that adequate attention be given by churches, ecumenical partner organizations, and REOs for strengthening theological education programs and institutions, particularly in those areas where the enormous demand for theological education is not being adequately met at present.”
Dr. Dietrich Werner
Convener
� The 80-pages longer version of this report which contains important case studies on theological education in different countries and contexts (part II), can be found  (along with many supporting background articles), at:http://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/wcc-programmes/education-and-ecumenical-formation/ecumenical-theological-education-ete/edinburgh-2010-international-study-group-on-theological-education.html  and will be published separately.





