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June-August 2008 Newsletter

Number 24
60 Years of Palestinian Nakba – It’s Time for Palestine

International Church Action for Peace in Palestine and Israel: 4-10 June 2008
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15 May 2008 marked the sixtieth commemoration of the Palestinian Nakba or the “catastrophe” in which 711,000 Palestinians lost both their homes and means of livelihood as a result of the 1948 Arab-Israeli conflict (a number that has risen to more than 4.6 million refugees today due to natural population growth).
 Although the Nakba events were small compared to the large celebrations of the establishment of the State of Israel, demonstrations and vigils were held in towns across the West Bank as well as abroad. Ecumenical Accompaniers (EAs) participated in the release of 21,915 black balloons (one for each day since the Nakba) over the skies of Jerusalem.
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The World Council of Churches initiative – International Church Action for Peace in Palestine and Israel (ICAPPI) – was successfully launched in Jerusalem with an Ecumenical Peace service on 4 June. The service used a prayer from the Heads of Churches in Jerusalem asking for political leaders to be “courageous enough to sign a treaty … that puts an end to the occupation imposed by one people on another, granting freedom to Palestinians, giving security to Israelis and freeing us all from fear.” 

EAs also participated in the ‘Living Clock’
 on Manger Square in Bethlehem where each person symbolised a year or a letter in the sentence: It’s time for Palestine and contributed to an ICAPPI blog on the WCC website. In its third year, ICAPPI brought together 40 countries in a week of advocacy and action for a just peace in Palestine and Israel. 
Fourth Anniversary of the ICJ Advisory Opinion on the Wall
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EAs accompanied many of the demonstrations being held in commemoration of the fourth anniversary of the International Court of Justice Advisory Opinion on the Legal Consequences of the Construction of a Wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory (9 July 2004). The ICJ held that building the Wall in the West Bank breaches international law. EAs witness and document the construction of the Wall and try to make its devastating impact visible in their advocacy work. Many of Swiss EA Marc Juillard’s photographs were used in the latest UNOCHA/UNRWA report, The Humanitarian Impact of the Barrier: Four Years after the Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice on the Barrier (July 2008). 
House Demolitions in Jerusalem
In April 2008, the Israeli authorities put a moratorium on house demolitions for the lack of building permits in Area C of the West Bank. Since then, the demolition of houses in East Jerusalem, where the moratorium does not apply, has increased alarmingly. During July, six residential buildings were demolished in East Jerusalem, resulting in the displacement of 99 people, including 45 children.
 Whenever possible, EAs have provided presence during and after house demolitions, which often occur without significant warning. EAs are also present with and following up on developments at the house of the Al-Kurd family of seven which is threatened by eviction to provide further housing for Israeli settlers in the Sheikh Jarrah neighbourhood of East Jerusalem. Another 27 families living in the same are expected to receive similar orders. For more information, please go to the Eye witness section on the website.  
Settler Violence in the West Bank
The past months have seen a dramatic increase in Israeli settler violence against Palestinians. More than 80 Palestinians, including 13 children, have been injured by Israeli settlers in 2008.
 The attacks have been particularly serious in the South Hebron Hills, the H2 area of Hebron City, and the regions of Nablus and Salfit. EAPPI is present in areas where communities are subjected to settler violence and is trying to improve cooperation with other organisations in order to effectively cover as many affected villages as possible. 
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27th Group of Ecumenical Accompaniers in Palestine & Israel
A group of 24 EAs completed their three-month term at the end of July. Group 27 comprised 12 women and 12 men from nine different countries: Germany, Hungary, Norway, Poland, South Africa, Sweden, Switzerland, the UK and the US. This group brings the total number of accompaniers to have participated in the programme to 480. The three returning and 21 new EAs were placed in teams of four in six different placements: Bethlehem, Hebron, Jayyous, Jerusalem, Tulkarem and Yanoun. For more information about Group 27, please click here. 
Summer Break

For the first time, EAPPI introduced a break in the cycle of groups. This means that all of the placements except Yanoun are closed until 4 September, when Group 28 will be commencing in their placements. To ensure a permanent presence in Yanoun and facilitate the handover for Group 28, an EA from each placement in Group 27 has prolonged his/her stay to constitute the summer cover group in Yanoun. The ‘summer Yanounis’ maintain regular contact with their previous placements to keep up to date with developments on the ground so as to inform and smoothly hand over to the new EAs in Group 28. 
Talks and Meetings
There are almost 500 former EAs in the 16 sending countries who are ready to share their experiences. They are available to speak to groups and to offer help and encouragement to do advocacy work and mobilise local communities to work together to seek to realise the aims of the programme: an end to the occupation and a just peace for Israeli and Palestinian alike. Make contact with the National Coordinator in your country (contact details on the website) and have an EA speak to you. 
Visiting Delegations
During the term of Group 27, EAPPI has had the opportunity to introduce more than 40 international delegations and individuals to the situation in the placements by giving tours and presentations. Delegations included the Deputy President of ANC South Africa in Bethlehem, a Scottish interfaith group of 30 persons in Hebron, US United Church of Christ bishops in Yanoun and Bethlehem, and Swedish Social Democrats in the South Hebron Hills. This was the highest number of advocacy contacts on the ground since the establishment of the programme. 
EAPPI Website

Check out the website on www.eappi.org and let us have any comments or items you think might be worth sharing from advocacy in your own country. You can read the latest reports from serving EAs in the “Eye witnesses” section of the news. 

***************************************************************************
For more information, please contact: 
Matilda Svensson, Communication & Advocacy Officer +972 (0)2 628-9402 (eappi-co@jrol.com) 
International Office, Geneva +41 22 791-6108 (eappi@wcc-coe.org)
or check out the website: www.eappi.org 

The Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in Palestine and Israel (EAPPI) supports Palestinians and Israelis working for peace by monitoring and reporting violations of human rights and international humanitarian law, offering protection by accompanying local communities in daily activities, and by advocating with churches for a peaceful end to the Occupation. The programme, which began in 2002, is coordinated by the World Council of Churches (WCC). The WCC is a fellowship of 347 churches, in more than 100 countries in all continents from virtually all Christian traditions. Its office is in Geneva, Switzerland.  
For more information on the WCC: www.oikoumene.org 
If you have not received this newsletter directly and would like to be added to the mailing list or if you would like to be removed, please send an e-mail to the above address.
World Council of Churches





Aida refugee camp in Bethlehem





Demonstration at Falamya gate, Jayyous





The summer Yanoun cover group is constituted of one EA from each placement. 





On 19 June, Israeli settlers from Yizhar set fire on Burin’s fields and the IDF initially prevented the villagers and firefighters from putting out the fires. On 28 July, settlers set a house on fire in the village. 





EAPPI at the Ecumenical Peace service on 4 June.








� See the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) for more information: � HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/unrwa/" ��www.un.org/unrwa/� 


� See a video clip of the event on � HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FjC9oYejWXc&feature=related" ��http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FjC9oYejWXc&feature=related� 


� See a video clip of the event on � HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zI4Ja6loTWk" ��http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zI4Ja6loTWk� 


� The Humanitarian Monitor, Number 27, July 2008


� OCHA Weekly Report: 30 July – 5 August 2008
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