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In this issue:

· WCC appeals to the international community for cease-fire in Lebanon

· Heads of Churches call for an end to the violence

· South African Representative visits Tulkarem refugee camp

· New group of Ecumenical Accompaniers brings total to over 300

An appeal to the international community

Geneva, 3rd August

An appeal to the international community, particularly to leaders of the United States, Israel and the United Kingdom has been made by World Council of Churches General Secretary Rev. Dr Samuel Kobia.

The WCC appeal calls on the international community to do “whatever is possible” for a cease-fire in Lebanon. It also calls on the Israeli government to "give guarantees that humanitarian organizations will be allowed unhindered access to those in need of assistance”.

"Our hearts cry out to the leaders of the international community", says Kobia, who describes the current fighting as "a war of ominous dimension and of far-reaching consequences" that is causing "unimaginable and untold suffering to the people in Lebanon". While "a major tragedy continues to unfold in the troubled region of the Middle East", the world sees the "shocking and disgraceful" spectacle of world leaders announcing "in a most callous manner that fighting will continue till strategic military objectives are met".
For the full text of the appeal, please go to: http://www.oikoumene.org/index.php?id=2365
For all WCC statements on the current crisis, please see: 

http://wcc-coe.org/wcc/press_corner/index-e.html
Heads of Churches in Jerusalem call for an end to the violence

July 24th 2006: The Rt Rev Dr. Munib A. Younan, Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Jordan and The Holy Land and Chair of EAPPI’s Local Reference Group writes:
It is time for all to turn away from anger and vengeance and seek justice
“As I sit in Jerusalem watching the military actions and fighting in Lebanon and Gaza and the West Bank, I feel disorientated. I don't know where I am. I am not sure if I am in a state of shock, stunned by surprise, or simply overwhelmed by the enormity of what is going on. It is a time for deep reflection emerging from the ever-growing suffering and destruction. I ask myself why this is happening. What in fact will be achieved at the end of the day, beyond the obvious: more destruction, more fear, more hatred, more anger and more retaliation on every side?” 
For the full article, please go to: www.eappi.org (News and Updates) 
July 26th 2006: The Rt. Rev. Riah H. Abu El-Assal, Anglican Bishop in Jerusalem writes:  

”For the past forty years we have been largely alone on this desert fighting a predator that not only has robbed us of all but a small piece of our historic homeland, but threatens the traditions and holy sites of Christianity. We are tired, weary, sick, and wounded. We need your help”. 
Click here for the full letter, as well as a more recent letter of 2nd August: 
http://www.j-diocese.com/DiocesanNews/view.asp?selected=234#slbl234
EAPPI welcomes new group of Accompaniers as number of participants exceeds 300

A new group of 16 Ecumenical Accompaniers (EAs) recently arrived in Israel/Palestine to begin their three month term with the EAPPI. The new arrivals bring the total number of accompaniers to have participated in the programme since its inception to 304. 

The eighteenth group of EAs comprises of twelve women and four men, from 6 different countries (South Africa, Norway, Germany, UK, Switzerland and Kenya). The group will be based in five placements: Bethlehem, Hebron, Tulkarem, Yanoun and Jerusalem. Our Jayyous placement will be closed for the current three month term. 

Local Programme Coordinator, Valentina Maggiulli, said: “Despite the very tense situation in the Middle East, all of the new Accompaniers decided to come to Israel and Palestine and to be part of the programme. Leaving worried families behind is not an easy task and this extraordinary commitment is a sign of hope in these difficult times we are living in”.

Profiles of the new EAs can be found on our website, go to ‘Accompaniers Reports’ 

South African Representative visits Tulkarem

On 12th July, Mr Royce Kuzwayo, Deputy Representative of the South African Embassy in Ramallah, made an historical visit to Tulkarem. Organised by the Ecumenical Accompaniers from South Africa and the Refugee Affairs Department’s Public Committee in the Tulkarem refugee camp, Mr Kuzwayo’s visit included a meeting with the Governor of Tulkarem, Mr.Rafat Balawi, as well as representatives in the refugee camp. 

For the full report, go to our website and click on ‘Accompaniers Reports’.  

ChainReaction – coming soon 
The next edition of our magazine, ChainReaction, will soon be hot off the press. Our fourth edition focuses on Jerusalem.  Please email: eappi-co@wcc-coe.org to be added to our mailing list. 

You can also request copies of our latest publication ‘Theological Reflection on Accompaniment’ which gives a report of the conference of the same title which took place in Geneva in 2005. It also includes reflections from previous Accompaniers, and those we have accompanied. 

New articles this month

Articles uploaded to the website this month include:

Living illegally in their own village
The Story of Nu'aman; a village which finds its land in 'Israel', but its inhabitants as part of the West Bank. Adapted from an article by Per Christiansen, originally produced in Norwegian. Go to our website and click on ‘News and Updates’.
From Ecumenical Accompaniers: 
· Reconsider peace and reconciliation (Joshuah Lilande, Kenya)

· The day the children of Al Rahman came out to play (Jonathan Londt, South Africa) Children in Tulkarem refugee camp enjoy a day of face-painting with the EAs 
· Differing Narratives (Ian Alexander, UK)  Ian reflects on encounters with two Israeli women, Esther and Lydia and a Palestinian, Rizek 
· Ending Indecency (Ian Alexander, UK) and Reflections on the current crisis (Eric Fistler, USA) Reflections on the recent atrocities in Gaza, Lebanon and Israel
· A Light in the Darkness (Kim Bredefelt, Sweden) A report on Dar Qandeel’s ‘Clean up Tulkarem’ campaign 
· Rachel’s Tomb and Less Than human (Madeleine Dahl, Sweden) Madeleine reflects on her experiences as an EA at Bethlehem’s ‘Checkpoint 300’. 

To view the above articles, go to our website and see ‘Accompaniers Reports’. 

*** Do you know someone who would like to be added to our mailing list? ***

Please contact: eappi-co@wcc-coe.org indicating if you would like to receive the newsletter or magazine, or both.
*******************************************************************
The Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in Palestine and Israel (EAPPI) supports Palestinians and Israelis working for peace by monitoring and reporting violations of human rights and international humanitarian law, offering protection by accompanying local communities in daily activities, and by advocating with churches for a peaceful end to the Occupation. The programme, which began in 2002, is coordinated by the World Council of Churches (WCC). The WCC is a fellowship of 347 churches, in more than 100 countries in all continents from virtually all Christian traditions. Its office is in Geneva, Switzerland.
For more information on the WCC: www.wcc-coe.org
World Council of Churches




















