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April/May 2008 Newsletter

Num. 23
International Church Action for Peace in Palestine and Israel : 4-10 June 2008
http://www.oikoumene.org/en/events-sections/icappi-2008.html  
The action week’s message is that now ‘It’s Time for Palestine’ (full text on web): It's time for Palestinians and Israelis to share a just peace; time to end 60 years of conflict; time for freedom from occupation; time for equal rights; and time for the healing of wounded souls. 

This year is 60 years since the partition of Palestine hardened into a permanent nightmare for Palestinians. It is 41 years since the occupation of East Jerusalem, the West Bank and Gaza overwhelmed the peaceful vision of one land, two peoples. The 2008 celebrations of the 60th anniversary of the establishment of the State of Israel reflect the fulfillment of one dream at the expense of another. 

The World Council of Churches is inviting member churches and related organizations to join a week of advocacy and action for a just peace in Palestine and Israel. Participants will contribute to a common international witness for peace in early June 2008. People of faith and goodwill are called to act on their shared hopes that justice will be done. Participants will lobby legislators, visit foreign ministries, hold public forums, and plant (or sponsor) olive trees. As in 2006 and 2007, the June action week will include prayer vigils, special services and meetings with Muslim and Jewish people on the urgent need for peace.

DO:

1.  Pray with churches living under occupation, using a special prayer from Jerusalem;

2.  Educate about actions that make for peace and about facts on the ground that do not;

3.  Advocate with political leaders using ecumenical policies that promote peace with justice;   

4.  Public Action - in order to stress the depth of church concern.
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House demolitions and displacement

Israel is continuing the policy of house demolitions followed by displacement for reasons of collective punishment, expansions of settlements and lack of building permits. The team in Jayyous is providing a protective presence for a Bedouin community North of Qalqilia who had several of their structures demolished and more demolition orders served on them. In Hebron the teams are witnessing demolitions and evictions in the city of Hebron and the South Hebron Hills due to the expansion of settlements. The inhabitants of Bethlehem and Tulkarem have witnessed houses being demolished as a mens to arrest what Israel terms ‘wanted militants’.
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For Palestinians it is very difficult to obtain building permits to build on their own land in East Jerusalem and in Areas B and C in the West Bank. Therefore, many people feel forced to build their houses without a permit and to live in the constant threat of having their homes demolished at any time.
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Boarding up of back wall of house, settler girls on left on the area where the Star of David has been built.

Group 26

A new group of 23 Ecumenical Accompaniers (EAs) recently began three months working with the Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in Palestine and Israel (EAPPI).  The new arrivals bring the total number of accompaniers to have participated in the programme to 456. 

1 renewing and 22 new Accompaniers from 8 different countries will be placed in teams of 4 in the 6 placements except for Jerusalem which will have a team of 3 EA's. 

The 26th group of Ecumenical Accompaniers comprises 14 women and 9 men, from 8 different countries (Norway, South Africa, Sweden, Switzerland, Poland, Finland, Germany and the UK).
Photo Exhibition : Palestine Territoire occupé
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Marc Juillard, a Swiss EA in Group 25 in Tulkarem, and a professional photographer, organised an exhibition of photos (March 25-April 4) from his experience as an EA. The opening was a well attended event in the Hotel de Ville in Neuchatel, Switzerland. The exhibition shows the daily situation for Palestinians living under occupation and Israelis. 


Approaching Easter on both sides of the Wall

Kate Aspinall, an EA from the UK tells of her Palm Sunday experience : “While thousands of international pilgrims streamed to the Mount of Olives to join the Palm Sunday procession a small crowd of people gathered in Bethany. There – passing Lazarus’ tomb - you look in vain for a nice view; instead an 8 metre concrete wall blocks access to the city of Jerusalem. The people here are on the ‘wrong side of the barrier’, and although Bethany is only 3 kilometers from Jerusalem, many Palestinian Christians and Muslims are unable to cross to go to the churches, mosques and holy places in the Old City of Jerusalem which is still part of their land. The participants carried banners saying "Stop the Wall" and "Where could Jesus Go?" In response, the soldiers around us warned that if the crowd did not move they would fire tear gas at us. After saying some prayers the group turned quietly and with great dignity moved slowly off down the hill. 
Later that day there was another Palm Sunday Procession. This one began from Bethphage, very close to Bethany but on the Jerusalem side of the Wall. They too climbed the Mount of Olives but they were free to move down the other side to Gethsemane and across to the Old City. Hundreds took part.  And I wondered how many of these pilgrims really knew what was happening so close to them in this broken and divided land and what would have happened if all of them had taken part in the earlier procession on the other side of the wall.”

EAPPI Web Pages

The EAPPI webpage welcomes your feedback. Check it out (http://www.eappi.org) and let us have any comments or items you think might be worth sharing from advocacy in your own country. 

Visiting Delegations
There has been a noticeable increase in groups visiting Israel and Palestine. The Jerusalem InterChurch Centre (JIC) hosts many delegations from WCC member churches, and EAPPI is an important area of interest for many of these. Do encourage those who travel on work or holiday or pilgrimage to make time to see some of the EAPPI engagement.
ChainReaction 


The latest edition of ChainReaction, the EAPPI magazine, is still available either in print or on the web page. Entitled, Welcome to my Home, the focus is on the housing situation for Palestinians, where denied permits and frequent demolitions (sometimes as collective punishment) limit the capacity of families to keep a roof over their heads.

Talks and Meetings
There are over 450 EAs in the 16 sending countries who are ready to share their experiences. They are available to speak to groups and to offer help and encouragement to do advocacy work and mobilise local communities to work together to seek to realise the aims of the programme: an end to occupation and a just peace for Israeli and Palestinian alike. Make contact with the National Coordinator in your country (contact details in the website) and have an EA speak to you. And then you too can become part of a ChainReaction for a just peace. 
***************************************************************************
For more information, please contact: 
Communication & Advocacy Officer +972 (0)2 628-9402 (eappi-pc@wcc-coe.org) 
International Office, Geneva +41 22 791-6108 (eappi@wcc-coe.org)

The Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in Palestine and Israel (EAPPI) supports Palestinians and Israelis working for peace by monitoring and reporting violations of human rights and international humanitarian law, offering protection by accompanying local communities in daily activities, and by advocating with churches for a peaceful end to the Occupation. The programme, which began in 2002, is coordinated by the World Council of Churches (WCC). The WCC is a fellowship of 347 churches, in more than 100 countries in all continents from virtually all Christian traditions. Its office is in Geneva, Switzerland.  
For more information on the WCC: www.wcc-coe.org
If you have not received this newsletter directly and would like to be added to the mailing list or if you would like to be removed, please send an e-mail to the above address.
World Council of Churches





Israelis at Tel Aviv beach





Demolished animal shack in ‘Arab al-Ramadin ash Shamali





    Waiting to pass, Beit Iba checkpoint, 10.11.07











