Judges 19: 1-30 (NRSV)

The Levite's Concubine

19In those days, when there was no king in Iseaegrtain Levite, residing in the remote parts of
the hill country of Ephraim, took to himself a cabie from Bethlehem in Juda&ut his
concubine became angry with him, and she went degay him to her father’s house at
Bethlehem in Judah, and was there for some fourtimsoiThen her husband set out after her, to
speak tenderly to her and bring her back. He hadl kiin his servant and a couple of donkeys.
When he reached her father’'s house, the girl’sfathw him and came with joy to meet him.
“His father-in-law, the girl's father, made him staypd he remained with him for three days; so
they ate and drank, and he stayed tHé&a.the fourth day they got up early in the mornig

he prepared to go; but the girl’s father said sdun-in-law, ‘Fortify yourself with a bit of food,
and after that you may gdSo the two men sat and ate and drank togetherthangirl’s father
said to the man, ‘Why not spend the night and egyself?”"When the man got up to go, his
father-in-law kept urging him until he spent thghtithere agairfOn the fifth day he got up

early in the morning to leave; and the girl’'s fatbaid, ‘Fortify yourself.” So they lingered until
the day declined, and the two of them ate and draviken the man with his concubine and his
servant got up to leave, his father-in-law, thégfather, said to him, ‘Look, the day has worn
on until it is almost evening. Spend the night.,3ee day has drawn to a close. Spend the night
here and enjoy yourself. Tomorrow you can get ufy éthe morning for your journey, and go
home.’

10 But the man would not spend the night; he gadngbdeparted, and arrived opposite Jebus
(that is, Jerusalem). He had with him a coupleadiiéed donkeys, and his concubine was with
him. *When they were near Jebus, the day was far spshtha servant said to his master,
‘Come now, let us turn aside to this city of thbulites, and spend the night in itBut his

master said to him, ‘We will not turn aside intoity of foreigners, who do not belong to the
people of Israel; but we will continue on to GibgadfThen he said to his servant, ‘Come, let us
try to reach one of these places, and spend ti aigSibeah or at Ramali’So they passed by
and went on their way; and the sun went down omthear Gibeah, which belongs to Benjamin.
*They turned aside there, to go in and spend the migGibeah. He went in and sat down in the
open square of the city, but no one took them ispend the night.

16 Then at evening there was an old man coming friemwork in the field. The man was from
the hill country of Ephraim, and he was residingsibeah. (The people of the place were
Benjaminites.)'When the old man looked up and saw the wayfar#rdropen square of the city,
he said, ‘Where are you going and where do you doome?’ **He answered him, ‘We are
passing from Bethlehem in Judah to the remote péttee hill country of Ephraim, from which |
come. | went to Bethlehem in Judah; and | am gtngy home. Nobody has offered to take me
in. e your servants have straw and fodder for our dgsikwith bread and wine for me and
the woman and the young man along with us. We netiing more.*’The old man said, ‘Peace
be to you. | will care for all your wants; only dot spend the night in the squarfeSo he

brought him into his house, and fed the donkeyesy thashed their feet, and ate and drank.

Gibeah’s Crime

22 While they were enjoying themselves, the methefcity, a depraved lot, surrounded the
house, and started pounding on the door. Theytsdfte old man, the master of the house,
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‘Bring out the man who came into your house, sowemay have intercourse with hifi’And

the man, the master of the house, went out to #esrsaid to them, ‘No, my brothers, do not act
so wickedly. Since this man is my guest, do nothi®vile thing.**Here are my virgin daughter
and his concubine; let me bring them out now. Ratliem and do whatever you want to them;
but against this man do not do such a vile thiffgt the men would not listen to him. So the
man seized his concubine, and put her out to thémy wantonly raped her, and abused her all
through the night until the morning. And as the ddxgan to break, they let her §tAs

morning appeared, the woman came and fell dowmeativor of the man’s house where her
master was, until it was light.

27 In the morning her master got up, opened thesdauiathe house, and when he went out to go
on his way, there was his concubine lying at ther @d the house, with her hands on the
threshold?*Get up,’ he said to her, ‘we are going.’ But ther@s no answer. Then he put her on
the donkey; and the man set out for his hofWhen he had entered his house, he took a knife,
and grasping his concubine he cut her into tweigegs, limb by limb, and sent her throughout

all the territory of Israef®Then he commanded the men whom he sent, sayings Stmall you

say to all the Israelites, “Has such a thing exagapgened since the day that the Israelites came up
from the land of Egypt until this day? Considetake counsel, and speak out.”
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